BERNARD SHAW

an escape from the difficulty if we say that
Undershaft is not Shaw; but a dramatically ob-
jectified viewpoint. Again, we know our Shaw
too well. The trouble arises, I believe, in the
mixture of two views: the social and the in-
dividual, a blend also to be found in " Man and
Superman." To put it more plainly, when Ber-
nard Shaw is offering a social panacea, his angle
of vision is different from what it is when he is
studying a character. He might not, for in-
stance, approve of the application of Under-
shaft's convictions to society at large; but he
cannot for the life of him keep from liking the
maker of explosives as a man; since he is strong,
sincere, looks facts in the face, states them
courageously, though they run counter to the ac-
cepted polite ideas, and is economically a boon to
the community in his model business organism;
one who believes and illustrates that intelligently
organized industry is at the bottom of social
progress. All this is heartily harmonious with
the Shavian doctrine.

But if this explanation be entirely correct, It
still remains likely that the drama as a whole
will in some respects baffle even the thoughtfulby Shaw. Nor is it quiteince, if traced to its source,To
